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2018 Irish Aid Fellows welcomed to 
Ireland by Irish Aid Director General

Irish Aid Director General, Ruairí de Búrca, with the 2018 Irish Aid Fellowship award recipients
at the Fellowship Orientation Day in the Clarion Hotel Ballsbridge, Dublin, September 2018

On September 15, the newly-arrived Irish Aid fellows 
were welcomed to the Fellowship Orientation Day 
2018 in the Clayton Hotel Ballsbridge in Dublin. 

We were delighted to be joined by Irish Aid’s Director 
General, Ruairí de Búrca, who formally opened 
proceedings welcoming all of the fellows to Ireland, and 
congratulating them on their achievement of receiving 
a fellowship award. He also spoke of the importance 
of education in Ireland’s international development 
policies and programmes.

Mr de Búrca was followed by ICOS’ Emma Dwyer, 
who facilitated a session on culture, which explained 
some aspects of Irish culture and engaged with fellows 
on topics such as culture shock and intercultural 
communications.

Dr Padraig Wims of University College Dublin addressed 
fellows next, and introduced them to what they can 
expect in terms of the academic culture in Ireland. Dr 
Wims has supported the fellowship programme for 
many years and his presentation was well-received by 
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the fellows, who found his insight and advice very 
useful.

The final speakers of the day were three of the 2017 
fellows who are finishing their studies in the coming 
days and weeks: Ms Van Thi Minh Hien (Vietnam), 
Mr Dejen Kuma Gonfa (Ethiopia), and Ms Silungile 
Nompilo Mgabi (South Africa). The incoming fellows 
particularly appreciated their contributions, and 
were able to glean additional practical information 

from them in the workshops that followed.

The day concluded with a welcome reception before 
everyone returned to their respective universities 
throughout Ireland.

Thanks to everyone who helped to make the day a 
success and we wish all of the 2018 Irish Aid fellows 
great success in their studies in the year ahead!

Fellowship Programme Exceeds 
Gender Targets for 2018 

Irish Aid is committed to achieving a gender 
balance in the number of fellowships that are 
awarded each year, but for many different 
reasons this is not always achieved in each 
fellowship round.

In recent years, the proportion of fellowships 
awarded to female applicants has varied 

considerably, dipping to as low as 35%, and 
averaging below 50%.

However, in 2018 more women were awarded 
fellowships than men, which represents great 
progress, and is hopefully the beginning of a 
trend that we will see repeated in the years to 
come!

2018 Female fellowship awardees at the Orientation Day in Dublin, September 2018
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New Seán MacBride 
Fellowship for Namibia
The Government of Ireland has announced that it is working with 
the Ministry of International Relations and Cooperation in Namibia 
to provide capacity building in the area of international relations/
conflict resolution.

Seán McBride was a former Minister for External Relations in Ireland 
and also served as the UN High Commissioner for Namibia during an 
important period in Namibia’s history pre-independence. 

In celebration and in memory of the contribution of Seán McBride, 
and towards deepening the links between Ireland and Namibia, the 
Irish Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade – through the Embassy 

Seán MacBride. 
Photo: Rob Bogaerts - Anefo.

of Ireland in Lusaka – is offering one fellowship for masters degree level study in Ireland in the areas 
of international relations and conflict resolution.

We look forward to welcoming the first Irish Aid Seán MacBride Fellowship recipient to Ireland in 
September 2019.

New Frank Ferguson Fellowship 
in Engineering for Zambia

Frank Ferguson was an engineer and innovator 
who dedicated fifty years of his life to promoting 
development in Zambia through practical 
projects. He was an influential individual who 
held the trust and confidence of decision makers 
in Zambia, including the President. Among his 
other achievements, he was awarded the Legion 
d’Honneur for his part in the Second World War.

Frank originally hailed from County Antrim, 
and retained a strong pride in his Irishness 
throughout his many years in Zambia. In 
addition to his contribution to the development 
of a young Zambian state, he acted to promote 
Irish culture, contributing strongly to awareness 
of and affection towards Ireland in Zambia. 
Ferguson passed away at the end of 2017.

In recognition of Frank’s achievements, and 
in his memory, Irish Aid, in partnership with 
the Engineering Institution of Zambia and the 
National University of Ireland, Galway, have 
established a fellowship award that will fund 
one successful Zambian candidate each year to 
study on a masters level engineering programme 
in Ireland.

The first Irish Aid Frank Ferguson Fellowship 
in Engineering recipient will travel to Ireland 
in September 2019 to take up a course in 
engineering at NUI Galway.
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Staying Connected:                                
Eiman Fadul

Eiman Fadul from Sudan was supported by Irish Aid to 
study for an MSc in Hydrology at NUI Galway in 1998, 
one of 17 sponsored students on the programme from 
14 different countries. She recently spoke with The Link 
about her time in Ireland and the opportunities that 
have opened up in the two decades since. Now, as she 
nears the end of PhD studies in the Netherlands, she 
also looks forward to returning to her home country to 
further share her research and practical experience.    

I first graduated from the civil 
engineering department and 
was working as an assistant 
researcher. Later, I applied to the 
Irish Aid Fellowship with some 
of my colleagues and had a good 
chance through getting accepted, 
such a very good chance, which 
made a great change in my 
life. I had the privilege to be 
one of the graduates of the 
International Postgraduate 
Hydrology Programme at the 
National University of Ireland, 
Galway. The programme was 
originally founded by Professor 
Eamonn Nash in 1979, who 
made major contributions to the 
science of hydrology, such as the 
introduction of Instantaneous 
Unit Hydrograph, Nash Cascade 
and the Nash-Sutcliffe Efficiency 
Measure. 

Pursuing a Master of Science in 
Engineering Hydrology increased 
my knowledge and academic 
skills, and provided a good 
networking opportunity. I got 
to know very valuable people, 
like Professor O’Connell. I really, 
really miss them. They did a lot 
for me and my colleagues – I can 
never forget them. I hope they 
are really doing fine now. Many 
of my colleagues back home 

were also very honoured to 
gain the knowledge and training 
associated with the Engineering 
Hydrology program at NUI 
Galway. 

Being in Ireland was so nice, with 
all this beautiful country. Although 
the weather was so rainy it was 
still nice. What I remember most 
is we had only one classroom 
where we had all our classes and 
it was an environment where 
we were like a family, you met 
all the same people every day, 
we had the same times, the 
same breaks. We had a very nice 
group, so much coming together, 
and Professor O’Connell was like 
our father at that time! Also I 
remember the ICOS fellowship 
officer, Ms Ann, she was so good 
to us. I’ve tried to contact my old 
staff and colleagues – I’m really 
keen to see how they are now 
and to greet them and say thank 
you for everything they did for us 
at that time. I really appreciate 
that period of my life. 

Overall, it was such a good 
experience, it added valuable 
skills to my profession. We 
did a lot of good practices and 
discussions that helped us to face 
the challenges that emerged in 

practical problems when we went 
back to our countries. 

When I went back to Sudan, 
having a Masters’ degree gave 
me a chance to get promoted. 
I went from being an assistant 
researcher to a research engineer 
and a lot of opportunities started 
opening to me. I was taking the 
lead in research projects, I was 
heading a team to do work in the 
area of hydrology and sediment 
and all these areas that were 
related to our experience. I did 
some publications and research 
work related to water science and 
led projects working in different 
areas of the country funded by 
international organisations. 

After several years building up 
further experience, a few years ago 
I had the opportunity to conduct 
a PhD study at UNESCO-IHE Delft 
Institute in the Netherlands and 
now I’m finalising it. I’m doing 
research that relates engineering 
hydrology to agronomy to risk 
management. It’s in an area 
that’s really lacking in research, 
called ‘spate irrigation’, which 
is a type of irrigation that is not 
really well known across the 
world but can be really important 
for poor people, poor farmers, 

Eiman (far right) in Galway in 1998 with (from left) 
Tagreed Babiker, Ann Monaghan and Igbal Salah
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Launch of Kader Asmal 
Alumni
On a warm, sunny day at the 
Irish Ambassador’s residence 
in Pretoria, South Africa, the 
Kader Asmal Alumni (KAA) was 
launched. This momentous 
occasion had many notable 
guests in attendance which 
included Irish Ambassador, 
Liam MacGabhann, Dr Louise 
Asmal (Prof. Kader Asmal’s wife) 
and Adam Asmal (Prof. Asmal’s 
son), as well representatives 
from Business Ireland South 
Africa (BISA), Enterprise 
Ireland, Advisory Council, 
Canon Collins, the Department 
of Higher Education, 2018/19 
fellows about to depart for 
Ireland, and members of the 
Kader Asmal Alumni. 

The launch marked twin 
milestones: it coincided with 
the 2018 Kader Asmal Fellows’ 
send-off reception, and there 
was a mix of anxiousness and 
excitement, “exciteaxious” 
as Rhulani Lehloka, the KAA 
chairperson, termed it. After 
the formal proceedings were 
completed, there was the 
opportunity to network – with 
graduates sharing words of 
wisdom with the group of new 
Fellows ready to embark on 

their adventure. Sage advice 
ranged from how to make 
the most of this exceptional 
study opportunity, to where 
to buy the best hair products. 
For both the new cohort of 
fellows and alumni, this life-
changing opportunity is truly 
all-encompassing. 

The main aim of the alumni 
association is to link Irish 
educated graduates with 
Employers in South Africa and 
within the region. Towards this 
aim a graduates’ profile was also 
released and can be requested 
from the Alumni association. 
The KAA also developed 
linkages with the Irish Embassy 
in South Africa, the South 
African Department of Higher 
Education and Training, BISA, 
Canon Collins and Enterprise 
Ireland. The association 
aims to connect members to 
career and entrepreneurial 
opportunities, promote Ireland 
as a study destination, and 
facilitate community outreach 
and upliftment activities in 
South Africa.

This is only the start of great 
things to come.

by Kelly Abrahams & Thuso Mokwa

Ambassador Liam MacGabhann with the 2018/19 fellows preparing to depart for 
Ireland and other invited guests.

poor communities to make a 
lot of changes in their lives and 
livelihoods. 

Everything is based on what I 
did in the beginning. It opened 
a lot of doors that required 
particular academic skills to 
gain higher positions with 
higher responsibility. 

So in a few months I’m 
expecting that I will be ready 
to go back home again and 
continue working at the 
Hydraulic Research Centre 
which takes the lead in water-
related research in the Sudan. 
I’m planning to make use of my 
research and to practice it in 
the field with the challenge of 
finding practical solutions that 
work under local conditions 
and limited resources. Now I 
have good training in terms of 
leadership, management and 
decision making. Knowing that 
leadership is a service provided 
to serve the community, 
I’m planning to transfer the 
knowledge I’ve gained to those 
who really need it so that I can 
make a valuable and tangible 
impact with what I’ve done. 
Working as a water professional 
affects and may even change 
the lives of people. That is a big 
responsibility.

Want to share your 
story, or have a 

suggestion for the 
Irish Aid Fellowship 

Alumni Network? Get 
in touch with us at  
alumni@icosirl.ie

mailto:alumni%40icosirl.ie?subject=
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The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) were 
agreed by 193 countries at the United Nations in 
September 2015, with Ireland and Kenya leading the 
negotiations. With 17 goals in total, including those 
related to poverty, inequality, climate, environmental 
degradation, prosperity, and peace and justice, they 
set out to address the global challenges faced by the 
nations of our world.

Through the Irish Aid programme, which delivers 
around 70% of our development cooperation, 
Ireland has helped to shape the world over the past 
50 years. We have contributed to the reduction of 
global poverty, and brought about transformative 
change in responding to crises, resolving conflicts 
and supporting transition to recovery. Ireland’s 
history informs where we come from and what we 
do. From our experience of famine to our world-
leading nutrition industry, from conflict to peace, 
from Irish culture and post-colonial experience, to 
Ireland’s support for multilateralism as a small island 
state.

By supporting long-term development and providing 
humanitarian assistance in over 80 countries, 
Ireland is helping to build better futures for some 
of the world’s poorest people and communities by 
reducing vulnerability and increasing opportunity. 
Irish people, including many volunteers, are also 
making a unique contribution to the global SDGs, 
often working with partners to inspire new ways of 

thinking to ensure that no one is left behind. Focus 
work at home allows us to educate our population, 
in order for them to understand the importance of 
these goals and the impact that they will have on 
future generations.  

A recent visit to Ireland by Deputy Secretary General 
to the United Nations, Ms Amina Mohammed, 
shed light on some of the work being carried 
out by our youth SDG activists, involved in the 
Irish Aid Development Education programme, 
WorldWise Global Schools. Ms Mohammad, who 
was instrumental in bringing about the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development, expressed her delight 
with the many innovative projects on display from 
pupils in the schools she visited, saying: “There’s not 
much advice I can give you, looking at the innovation 
and action and talent on show here tonight”. She 
highlighted the need for global collective action 
on the SDGs, as she said: “It is about collective 
responsibility, about all of us pulling together, not 
the ‘I’ the ‘we’”.

Knowledge and cultural exchange resulting from 
these experiences benefits not only our partner 
countries, but also Ireland and Irish people too. They 
ensure that focus on the Sustainable Development 
Goals become generational, allowing Ireland to 
remain at the forefront, as the world combats these 
challenges that lay ahead.

Ireland and the SDGs
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Climate Change, Agriculture and Food 
Security (MScCCAFS) at the National 
University of Ireland, Galway
In 2018, the Irish Aid Fellowship Training Programme 
supported Decolius Kalumo from Malawi to do a 
Masters degree in Climate Change, Agriculture and 
Food Security (MScCCAFS) at the National University 
of Ireland, Galway (NUIG). 

The one-year programme is run in partnership 
with the international CGIAR Research Programme 
on Climate change, Agriculture and Food Security 
(CCAFS), with which NUI Galway is one of 13 strategic 
research partners globally. 

Irish Aid works with countries that are at the 
forefront of climate change – countries that already 
experience intense drought, sea-level rise, extreme 
weather events and loss of biodiversity, among 
others. All of these effects lead to longer term 
development challenges for our partner countries 
and erode the opportunity for poorer people to free 
themselves from poverty and inequality. Irish Aid 
works with our partners to strengthen their capacity 
and resilience against the impacts of climate change, 
and empower communities to drive the solutions for 
longer term sustainable development.

The MScCCAFS programme that Decolius undertook 
fits well with Irish Aid policy on climate change. The 
programme provides students with the skills and 
tools for developing agricultural practices, policies 
and measures which contribute to addressing the 
challenge that climate change poses for agriculture 
and food security worldwide. 

Decolius’ research project in Malawi was entitled 
“Development of a Climate Smart Agriculture (CSA) 
Country Profile for CSA Planning and Scaling in 
Malawi.” The project results are now feeding into 
Irish Aid’s broader learning and policy on how to 
enhance the impacts of Climate Smart Agriculture 
in Irish Aid’s partner countries, with a specific focus 
on Malawi. Decolius’ research identified a number 
of key challenges and potential approaches towards 
the need to develop institutional platforms to 
improve communication and integration across key 
CSA stakeholders in Malawi, harnessing ways to 

address funding bottlenecks for climate financing, 
and also the importance of supporting and involving 
smallholder farmers in decision-making and including 
farmers’ inputs in the design and implementation of 
CSA projects.

An overview of the research findings from Decolius 
MScCCAFS thesis can be found in on his Blog on the 
NUI Galway Plant & AgriBiosciences Research Centre 
(PABC) website. 

End Note:

For more information about the award-winning 
Masters degree in Climate Change, Agriculture 
and Food Security (MScCCAFS) programme in NUI 
Galway, its brochure can be downloaded from the 
following weblinks: 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/56k9pmd2vh4ax76/
MScCCAFS%20brochure.pdf?dl=0

https://www.plantagbiosciences.org/msc-ccafs
http://www.nuigalway.ie/ccafs/

http://www.nuigalway.ie/ccafs/

NUI Galway – CCAFS Consultation with women 
smallholder farmers Village Savings and Loan 

Association (VSLA) in Mponera, Malawi (2018)

https://www.dropbox.com/s/56k9pmd2vh4ax76/MScCCAFS%20brochure.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/56k9pmd2vh4ax76/MScCCAFS%20brochure.pdf?dl=0
https://www.plantagbiosciences.org/msc-ccafshttp://www.nuigalway.ie/ccafs/
https://www.plantagbiosciences.org/msc-ccafshttp://www.nuigalway.ie/ccafs/
http://www.nuigalway.ie/ccafs/
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CHRISTMAS PARTY 2018

On December 12, this year’s fellows took an evening off from 
their studies to join ICOS staff and friends of ICOS at the Hampton 
Hotel in Dublin to celebrate Christmas.

It was a fantastic evening, with music, drinks, food, mince pies 
and Christmas crackers!

We were entertained by “Chaos in Harmony,”  a choir group 
who delighted everyone with Christmas songs such as Silent 
Night, Feliz Navidad, White Christmas and Santa Claus is Coming 
to Town.

We were also treated to a wonderful rendition of O Holy Night 
from DCU fellow, Sibonelo Jere, from Zambia, who received the 
biggest applause of the night! There were also some wonderful 
dance skills on display from a number of fellows!

ICOS and Irish Aid would like to wish all fellows past and present 
everywhere, and their families, a Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year!



9

COLLEGE 
SPOTLIGHT:

Founded in 1898, Mary Immaculate College (MIC) 
is the oldest third level institution in Limerick. The 
College has expanded significantly since 75 young 
women were enrolled in 1901, not just in student 
numbers but in geographical footprint, academic 
provision and ambition.

In 2018, MIC welcomed its first Irish Aid Fellow, Jidah 
Judith Kisembo from Uganda. She is studying on 
the Master of Education, a programme that covers 
theories, principles and practices in contemporary 
educational settings and is designed for all 

those interested in enhancing their professional 
knowledge, understandings and skills.

MIC has a vibrant international community, 
collaborating with more than 50 partner universities 
& colleges in Europe, North America and Australia, 
and hosts over 200 international students annually.

MIC offers many different courses in the area of 
education, and it is hoped that the choice of courses 
at MIC that are included in the Fellowship Directory 
of Courses will expand in the years to come.

[L-R] Holly Cowman (International Office Director at MIC), Derrie Murray (ICOS), Jidah Judith Kisembo 
(2018 Irish Aid Fellow) and Des Carswell (Coordinator of the Masters of Education Programme at MIC)
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Graduation Photos

[L-R] Sithisak Sopha (Kinoy), Head of International Affairs at DIT, Robert Flood, and Salad Khemthida 
at a graduation event held at Laos National Institute of Tourism and Hospitality in November

Salina Hanjan Corbafo (Timor Leste), Universitas Atma Jaya
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Phumzile Sokhela (South Africa),
Trinity College Dublin

Emmanuel Erem (Uganda),
Maynooth University

Allieu Vandi Koroma (Sierra Leone),
National University of Ireland, Galway

Okello Emmy (Uganda),
Uganda Martyrs University

[L-R] Dam Duc Cuong, Nguyen Thi Thuy Dung, Van Thi Minh Hien, Nguyen 
Thi Thuy Nga, Nguyen Duy Hung at a CIT graduation ceremony in Vietnam
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Happy Christmas 
from Irish Aid 

& ICOS


